In order for marriage to be valid, material conditions for marriage should be fulfilled.
INTRODUCTION
what the general procedure for the recognition of church marriage is; 7 however, the recognition of church marriage in relationship to different material conditions of marriage has not been analysed in Lithuanian jurisprudence to date. So the article aims to fill the gap of solving practical problems of the recognition of church marriage.
MATERIAL CONDITIONS FOR CHATOLIC CHURCH AND CIVIL

MARRIAGE
Conditions necessary for registering a marriage or validating a marriage are considered requirements for contracting a marriage. The purpose of such requirements is to prevent any adverse outcomes related to the violation of these conditions. According to the Church concept:
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of children following the religious aspects of being baptized and raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament. 8 The Canon law marriage requirements for a valid marriage conclusion or, in other words, impediments for marriage are considered obstructive impediments (impedimenta dirimentia) in the Canon Code 1983 9 . These impediments are classified into two groups: 1) divine impediments or impediments of natural law (positive impediments);
and 2) impediments of church law. 10 The first group of impediments includes the following: absolute sexual impotency; marriage between persons related by blood in the direct line. The second group of impediments includes the following: differences of religion, consecrations, a public eternal vow of celibacy made in a monastery, an abduction of a woman with intention of marriage, a murder of a spouse with intention to make a new marriage, blood relation in the collateral line, affinity relations, and a public vow and blood relations according to the law.
Requirements of the State for concluding a valid marriage are described in Articles 3.12-3.17 of the LR CC. There are six requirements for contracting a valid marriage in the CC of the Lithuanian Republic, which provide the following: 1) marriage is prohibited between people of the same sex; 2) the voluntary nature of marriage; 3) the age of consent; 4) active capacity; 5) violation of the monogamy principle and 6) the prohibition to contract marriage between close relatives. In addition to these direct requirements there are several conditions, 11 stated in the Article 3.21 and Article 3.39 -3.40 that make marriage invalid. One of the conditions mentioned is that the future spouse, if suffering from a venereal disease or HIV, must inform the other spouse about this disease. 12 Some of the valid marriage requirements are common both in civil and church marriage (a free will of a man and a woman, different sex of spouses, legal capacity of persons, a prohibition to violate the principle of monogamy). Church marriage has some special requirements such as: marriage is not possible in the case of a woman abducted for marriage, murder of a spouse with an intention to contract a 8 Code of Canon Law, Canon Law Society of America (1999), c. 1055. 9 Each Canon in the 1983 Code of Canon Law (commonly called the "New Code") is a law of Pope John Paul II. The 1983 Code of Canon Law reflects the mind of Vatican II in that the essentials and substance of the faith have been retained, while the way in which they are explained, communicated, and experienced have been adapted to modern times. 10 Code of Canon Law, supra note 8. 11 They can be called by the term used by the CIC, i.e. 'marriage impediments'. 12 Under the Article 3.21, part 3: "Failure of one of the parties to an intended marriage to inform the other party that he or she is suffering from a venereal disease or HIV shall provide a cause for rendering the marriage null and void".
permit for their marriage. The priest, registering and documenting the marriage, provides the bishop with the juvenile's marriage application. Not being of age is only the temporal barrier, according to Canon law.
The requirement of age to conclude a valid marriage is stipulated in the first paragraph of the Canon 1071: "no one is to assist without the permission of the local Ordinary at a marriage of a minor whose parents are either unaware of it or are reasonably opposed to it" 16 . Modern Canon law defines the marriage of juveniles according to the pastoral Constitution of the second Vatican assembly "Gaudium et spes" n. 52, 1: "The duty of the spouses' parents or guardians is to help them create a successful family, but the parents or guardians cannot use constraint to force the spouses" 17 . Arguments against marriage from the parents or guardians of the spouses are evaluated by the priest. The priest can seek advice from the local Ordinary, but, if the local Ordinary makes a decision, the priest must 13 Code of Canon Law, supra note 8, c. 1083, 1 §. In sum, the Church is known to have a very hard stance on the marriage of juveniles and, according to Canon law, in Lithuania people can marry from 18 years old, the age can be reduced with the permission of a bishop.
THE AGE OF CONSENT IN CIVIL MARRIAGE IN LITHUANIA
Under the Lithuanian Republic civil law, people who are older than 18 years of age have the right to conclude their valid marriage. 19 However, people younger than 18 years old wanting to marry legitimately must get a permit from the court 20 to reduce marital age.
Pursuant to Art 3.14 p. 2, marital age can be reduced by two years. 21 When a girl is pregnant, the court can issue a permit to conclude a valid marriage to a person younger than 16 years, i.e. reduce marital age by more than 2 years. In the present regulation of Civil Code the lowest age limit is not determined. In the opinion of I. Kudinavičiūtė-Michailovienė, in the absence of a minimum threshold when it is possible to enter into marriage, it can happen that marriage can be concluded by children. 22 But in the opinion of V. Mikelėnas, permission to conclude marriage for younger than 14-year person could not be acceptable. 
THE GENESIS OF THE AGE OF CONSENT IN LITHUANIAN CIVIL LAW
According to the initial regulation Art. 3.14 part 2 of the Lithuanian Civil Code, the court had the right to reduce marital age by 3 years. The present regulation of reduction of marital age was accepted in 2010 and indicated that marital age can be reduced by two years. So the law increased the lowest permissible age by 18 However, the Law department in Parliament in its conclusion presented an opposite opinion, stating that:
The minimum marital age in the concept of civil law cannot be confused with the age of sexual consent in criminal law (when a person has sexual intercourse with a person that has not reached the age shall be liable for child molestation), because it is a different legal category, detecting targets are also different. 27 In 2010 the Lithuanian Parliament accepted changes in Lithuanian Civil Code Art. 3.14 p.2 and stated that marital age can be reduced by the court by two but not three years. 28 Even though there were attempts to eliminate the possibility to reduce marital age by more than two years in any circumstance, the Parliament left 24 convict has the right for long term dates with a spouse or a cohabitant. As the convict and the girlfriend satisfied the status of cohabitants, the permission for long term dates was issued. After that, the appeal was presented to the Supreme Administrative Court which finally stated that the girlfriend only reached adulthood when the applicant was imprisoned. The applicant and the girlfriend could not become cohabitants because the girlfriend was minor before the seize of the applicant and, after the seize, the applicant was isolated so they could not form a cohabitation 31 .
According to Lithuanian legislation the marital age can be reduced only to people who intend to marry, but for cohabitation relations the age cannot be reduced. Only a person who has reached adulthood can live in cohabitation even though the cohabitation is recognized as a legal relation. The authorization to marry a minor person should assess whether a minor is mature enough to be able to participate independently in legal relations. While the M.B. the offended was 17 years old, but she already had entered into marriage, had children, i.e. was sufficiently mature and was given permission to marry before reaching the age of 18 <…>. So under these circumstances, the M.B. does not constitute a child in criminal law sense.
MARITAL CAPACITY, EMANCIPATION AND A RELATIONSHIP WITH FULL CAPACITY OF PERSON
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So the main rule of the age of consent for civil marriage is 18 years. This age can be reduced by the court by two years. If a woman is pregnant or has children, the age of consent can be reduced even further. Parents or guardians and the State Service for Protection of Children Rights must express their opinion but their consent is not mandatory. The minimum marital age is not determined but the permit to conclude marriage to a younger than 14 years old persons could not be acceptable. Even though Lithuania recognised cohabitation, the age for cohabitation cannot be reduced and is 18 years of age. The reduction of marital age and the conclusion of marriage grants full judicial capacity to a person. But an emancipated person does not get marital capacity and must get the court's permit for the conclusion of marriage. The reduction of marital age has influence on the criminal law field. A crime toward a minor who is duly married cannot be treated as a crime against a child. 
INTERNATIONAL MARRIAGES AND THE AGE OF CONSENT
The migration of people is increasing and persons can conclude international marriages. Marital conditions and the requirement for marital age differ from one country to another-it is not unified. An international marriage joins two people from different countries and cultural backgrounds. 
LAW APPLICABLE TO THE AGE OF CONSENT FOR INTERNATIONAL MARRIAGES
The international marriage category comprises those marriages that take place in the country where at least one of the spouses has a foreign domicile.
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When marriage has an international element, an additional question arises regarding which country's law marital capacity and marital age should be determined, and additionally whether a marriage concluded abroad which does not satisfy local requirements for the essential marriage conditions, including marital age, could be recognized.
Most countries distinguish between marriage formalities and marriage essentials. 50 The rules of private international law determine what law shall be applied to the conclusion of marriage and when marriages concluded abroad can be recognized. The predominant rule regarding marriage formalities if it was concluded abroad is to simply apply the law of the place where the marriage was celebrated.
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"There is no rule more firmly established in private international law than that which applies the maxim locus regit actum to the formalities of marriage." The other major system for deciding the validity of marriage with reference to essentials is the lex loci celebrationis rule. States that follow this regime apply the law of the place of celebration to essentials as well as to formalities in determining validity of marriage.
Marital age for international marriages could be determined according to lex loci celebrationis, lex patriae or lex domicilii rule.
LAW APPLICABLE TO MARITAL AGE FOR INTERNATIONAL
MARRIAGES IN LITHUANIA
Each country has different requirements for the determination of law for international marriages. In Lithuania the general rule is stipulated in Art. 1.25, Part 1 of the Lithuanian Civil Code: "Matrimonial capacity and other conditions to contract marriage shall be governed by the law of the Republic of Lithuania".
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So, if a marriage is concluded in Lithuania, the condition to contract marriage shall be governed by the laws of Lithuania. The principle of lex loci celebrionis is applied to the validity of marriage. But the third part of the Art. 1.25 indicates a special rule for the conclusion of marriage: "Matrimonial capacity and other 53 The law that defines the personal status of the parties. 54 The law of the place of celebration. 55 The law of one's nationality. 56 The law of one's domicile. 57 An underlying policy value that can be seen in many marriage recognition cases is the premise or presumption favor validitatis that is the law favors marriage validity. If a foreign citizen has never been married, proving that he or she is "free to marry", originating certificate from his or her last state of residence. This is a proof of celibacy. This document must have an apostille attached to it.
So Lithuania has chosen lex loci celebrationis as the main principle, which means that for marriages performed in Lithuania matrimonial capacity and other conditions to contract marriage shall be governed by the law of the Republic of Lithuania. But the law determines an additional special principal when marriages are registered in Lithuania, one of the spouses is a Lithuanian citizen and both of the spouses are domiciled in a foreign country. In such a case, conditions to contract marriage and marital age can be determined according to the law of the state of the domicile (lex domicilii) of both persons intending to marry if such marriage is recognized in the state of the domicile of either of them.
REQUIREMENTS FOR MARITAL AGE FOR MARRIAGES CONCLUDED
ABROAD
Marriages concluded in one country must be recognized in other countries to have full effect. Each country can select different principles (lex loci celebrionis, lex domicilii, lex patriae) in order to recognize marriages concluded abroad, especially when they contradict essential conditions of marriages in that country.
When deciding whether a foreign marriage should be recognized as valid according to the rules of private international law of a country, the courts must consider a range of legal, cultural, moral, religious and social values that are held in high esteem both by the country in which recognition is sought and the country in which the marriage was celebrated. In the English case Brook v Brook it was stated that:
While forms of entering into the contract of marriage are to be regulated by the lex loci contractus, the law of the country in which it is celebrated, the essentials of the marriage depend on the lex domicilii, the law of the country in which the parties are domiciled at the time of the marriage and in which the matrimonial residence is contemplated. 70 So a marriage between spouses domiciled in England and lawfully concluded in Denmark will be not recognized in England on the grounds of affinity because the man married his deceased wife's sister.
In Lithuania, pursuant to Art. 
CHURCH MARRIAGES IN EUROPE
Some European Union countries recognise Church marriages. Some countries recognise Church marriages from the moment they are celebrated (Poland), but some countries recognize church marriages from the moment they are registered in a civil register (Italy).
In some states it is a criminal offence for a minister of religion to solemnize a church marriage prior the civil marriage. The Concordat gave rise to a "hybrid": church weddings celebrated by a catholic priest were privileged in that one they were entered in civil records they produced civil legal consequences. There is a court practice in Lithuania in which the church marriage which does not correspond to requirements of civil law marriage shall not be included into the civil register. If this marriage is included, it could be the basis to cancel the record. So even though Lithuania has chosen to recognise church marriages, the recognition is not absolute.
RECOGNITION OF CHURCH MARRIAGE WHEN THE SPOUSE'S AGE IS UNDER 18 YEARS
The age of consent as an impediment for contracting marriage goes current in all countries. The age of consent may be defined as the minimum age provided by the law at which a person can contract a marriage 93 . The minimum age limit is applicable on the grounds of physical and psychical maturity, required for contracting marriage. 93 Age is an additional aspect of the consent to marry. All states prescribe the age which must be reached by both parties to the marriage for the couple to be able to legally agree to become a husband and a wife without a parental permission and a court's decision.
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Here is an example of the problems related to the age of consent to conclude According to Lithuanian legislation, marital age can be reduced only to people who intend to marry, but for cohabitation relations the age of consent cannot be reduced. Only a person who has reached adulthood can live in cohabitation even though cohabitation is recognized as a legal relation.
It can be concluded that the age of consent for spouses in the Lithuanian
Republic-the age of consent for spouses is 18 years-is similar to how it is in EU member countries. But the reduction of marital age differs from country to country.
In some countries the consent of juveniles' parents or guardians for marriage of juveniles is mandatory, in some country not. In some countries it is the court that problems, because, in order to marry in church, the permission from the bishop but not the permission from the court is necessary.
Thus it would be recommended to obtain the court's permission to decrease the marital age before the church marriage solemnization even though it is not necessary to get the court's permission for church marriage.
